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CPR acquis process – Milestones

Creation of technical boards
I II

Preparation of the technical content Final consultation
III IV

• List of products, materials, intended uses 

and forms and shapes (when relevant)

• Specific task groups to deal with subfamilies

• BRCW and essential characteristics

• Product requirements

• Standardisation request

• Delegated act for product requirements

Work programme and scope

0
Pre-standardisation work

Standard drafting

• Development of assessment methods not available or not harmonised

• Drafting of harmonised standards by 

CEN/CENELEC

Making standard mandatory

• Implementing act

• Delegated act (classes, threshold, 

mandatory declaration, etc.)



Harmonised standards development

18-22 months

CPR Acquis

Process

(product family)

6 months

Adoption 

Standardisation 

Request

Standardisation 

request

24-36 months

Development by 

CEN/CENELEC

5 months

Making 

standard 

mandatory

Candidate 

harmonised standard

Implementing

act

12 months

Voluntary 

application of 

the standard

-

Mandatory 

application of 

the standard

≈ 8 months

Making 

standard 

mandatory

Delegated

act

Classes

Thresholds

Mandatory declaration

Declaration without testing

Labels

Availability of spare parts

Recognition of assessments



CE marking meaning

Affixing the CE marking and drawing up the
relevant DoPC means assuming the responsibility for the 
conformity of the product with the declared performance 
and applicable product requirements. 

By affixing the CE marking, the economic operator 
becomes liable for the declared performance and the 
fulfilment of those requirements in accordance with 
national law on contractual and extra-contractual liability.

Article 13(2)



Harmonised zone

Products in the scope of a 
performance harmonised
technical specification

Scope must be clear

Products outside the
harmonised zone can be 
voluntarily CE marked following 
the EOTA route

Article 11

Scope of the CPR
Scope of 

EADS

EOTA route

Scope of performance 

harmonised technical 

specifications

standards Art. 5

implementing acts Art. 6

Harmonised zone



For products within the harmonised zone,

Member States can…

• establish minimum performances 

for all or certain applications

• require more ambitious thresholds

• specify national requirements for 

the use of products

• decide that some performances 

are not required

Article 11(2) & 11(3)



For products within the harmonised zone,

Member States cannot…

• require a different assessment 

method for the declaration

• demand different third-party tasks 

to those defined by the CPR

• require additional essential 

characteristics not included in the 

harmonised standard

Article 11(2) & 11(3)



EU regulated area

Placing on the market Installation Maintenance

Harmonised zone

Declaration of performance

and conformity
General product information, 

instructions for use and safety 

information



Essential characteristics development



Standardisation 

request

Essential characteristics development



Essential characteristics development

Standardisation 

request



CEN Guide 36

Essential characteristics development



Essential characteristics development

Essential 

characteristic
Clause

Clause 

method
Symbol

Reference 

document

Reference 

document 

clause

Quantity Unit
Value 

kind

Possible 

values

Boundary 

values
AVS Notes

minimum 

standard 

compressive 

strength - 28 

days

4.1 5.1 EN 196-1:2016 ML-1T-2 MPa ≥ classes 32.5 MPa 1+



Assessment method

One essential characteristic per declared value

• Test method exhaustively specified, leaving no 
ambiguity in testing parameters or conditions

• Different parameters may be introduced as a 
different essential characteristic

Essential 

characteristic
Clause

Clause 

method
Symbol

Reference 

document

Reference 

document 

clause

Quantity Unit
Value 

kind

Possible 

values

Boundary 

values
AVS Notes

minimum 

standard 

compressive 

strength - 28 

days

4.1 5.1 EN 196-1:2016 ML-1T-2 MPa ≥ classes 32.5 MPa 1+

maximum 

standard 

compressive 

strength - 28 

days

4.2 5.2 EN 196-1:2016 ML-1T-2 MPa ≤ classes 1+



Assessment method

Fit for purpose method is appropriate for its 
intended use and reflects the characteristic 
being assessed

Reliable performance is demonstrated 
through accuracy, precision, range, detection 
limits, and robustness

Controlled test conditions, parameters, and 
equipment calibration/validation are clearly 
defined and maintained

Uncertainty measurement uncertainty is 
evaluated, documented, and taken into 
account in reporting



Declaration

Declare essential characteristics is voluntary unless:

• Mandatory declaration is established

• Mandatory threshold level is established

• Voluntary threshold level is established
and the intended use related to it is included in 
the declared use

Delegated act

Essential 

characteristic
Clause

Clause 

method
Symbol

Reference 

document

Reference 

document 

clause

Quantity Unit
Value 

kind

Possible 

values

Boundary 

values
AVS Notes

minimum 

standard 

compressive 

strength - 28 

days

4.1 5.1 EN 196-1:2016 ML-1T-2 MPa ≥ classes 32.5 MPa 1+



Classes

Established
when needed

• Applicable if the 
performance is declared

• Mandatory declaration 
may also be established

• Threshold may also apply

Delegated act

Classes

Essential characteristic Declaration Value

minimum standard 

compressive strength -

28 days

32.5 32.5 MPa

42.5 42.5 MPa

52.5 52.5 MPa

Essential characteristic Declaration Value

maximum standard 

compressive strength -

28 days

42.5 42.5 MPa

52.5 52.5 MPa

62.5 62.5 MPa



Conclusions

Milestone 0 provides inputs to the 
CPR Acquis Subgroups on 
technical issues

The outcome of the discussion is 
transferred to a standardisation 
request

Same approach across materials 
is required to facilitate decision 
making and product comparison

18-22 months

CPR Acquis

Process

(product family)

6 months

Adoption 

Standardisation 

Request

Standardisation 

request

Declaration without testing

Labels

Availability of spare parts

Recognition of assessments



Thank you!
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